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Is not the Essay on History a wonderful piece of
imaginative writing ?

LORD MORLEY : Yes, and the Essay on Burns.

J. H. M.: And on Johnson. Macaulay's
essay on the same theme is vulgarity itself in
comparison.

LORD MORLEY : As for Macaulay, Acton used
to say the essays were already dead and that he was
all wrong about Warren Hastings* Does his
" history " stand the test of time ?

J. H. M. : Yes. Firth praises it, and he speaks
with unimpeachable authority. Do you still read
Burke ?

LORD MORLEY : Often. Perhaps his attitude
on America stands in need of revision. You ought
to write a book about him.

J. H. M.: No. I have not the courage to follow
you.

LORD MORLEY : My little book was inadequate.
He is a great theme. What a mind ! His fame
grows greater with time. Macaulay was right
when he said of certain passages, ** How divine 1 "
Who can compare with him ? Taine ? Toc-
queville ? No.

Of contemporary literature he read hut little
in his latter years. The discovery of a new
44 genius", every week in these days of loud
advertisement left unmoved and incurious the mail
who had lived, moved, and had his being among
the great minds of the Victorian age.

Of Mr. Gladstone, Lord Morley was, as might
be expected, full of eloquent memories :

" I remember once staying at a country-house
party at which Mr. G. and Huxley were two of the